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Dear Amherst Families,

Our plans for the 2021-22 school year are continuing to develop toward our goal of safely returning all students to
in-person instruction. I wanted to update you on where we are with our planning efforts and what guidance we
have received so far.

On Aug. 12 the New York State Education Department released a health and safety guide to help school districts
as they plan for the 2021-22 school year. Today, the Erie County Department of Health issued guidance for
schools.  Both documents describe a range of strategies to manage the risks for students and staff from
COVID-19 while supporting robust and engaging learning experiences for students.

Some key points include:

● Universal masking for all students, staff and visitors in all schools and on buses. Masks are strongly
recommended outdoors but not required.

● We continue to strongly encourage those 12 and older to be vaccinated (click here for Erie County’s
vaccination schedule). Fully vaccinated individuals are not required to quarantine if identified as a close
contact.

● Physical distancing in classrooms as a general guideline is three feet between students. However, there
will be a few exceptions where increased distancing of six feet will be implemented.

● We will continue temperature screening and COVID-19 symptom checks daily for all individuals upon
entry to buildings.

● If your child or anyone in your household is experiencing COVID-19 symptoms, we urge you to stay home
and get tested. Staying home when sick is essential to keep COVID-19 infections out of schools and
prevent spread to others.

● The District will continue to run the ventilation systems at increased capacity and has purchased air
purifiers for all instructional, office and gathering spaces.

● Handwashing and respiratory etiquette will be reviewed and followed.
● Daily cleaning and disinfecting will continue.

Our COVID-19 safety planning committees are meeting this week to finalize our COVID-19 Safety Plan 21-22.
The updated plan is expected to be posted on our website by the end of the day on Wednesday, Aug. 25.  Each
building will conduct a virtual Town Hall meeting on Thursday, Aug. 26. Specific times and registration information
will be emailed to all families by the building principals.

Finally, given that fully vaccinated staff and students are exempt from quarantine, there will be times during the
year when we will need to obtain this information. To streamline the contact tracing process it would be
helpful to know ahead of time which students have been fully vaccinated. Therefore, the AMS and ACHS
administrators will communicate a process for collecting this information. You are not required to provide us with
this information, but we are asking you to volunteer this information so we can exempt your fully vaccinated child

https://www2.erie.gov/health/sites/www2.erie.gov.health/files/uploads/pdfs/2021-2022-ECDOH-school-guidance.pdf
https://www2.erie.gov/health/index.php?q=covid-19-vaccine-information
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tdrFhzxcNK0W4DtVYG41oQQgUHclKS04/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tdrFhzxcNK0W4DtVYG41oQQgUHclKS04/view?usp=sharing
https://www.amherstschools.org/domain/840
http://www.amherstschools.org


from quarantine without delay. As with all vaccination information, only specific staff will have access to this
information (e.g., nurses, administrator(s) leading the contact tracing process).

Regards,

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent


